Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held 7th July 2026  
                      Present: Cllr H Bishop (Chair), Cllr J Garner, Cllr B Witt
642.  Apologies for absence: Cllr S Al-Hamdani, Mrs T Rhodes (Greenfield & Grasscroft Residents Association).
643.	Absent:	Cllr Adamson
644.  Declarations of Interest: None declared

645.  Minutes from the joint TTE meeting held 16th March 2026
The minutes were accepted as a true record and signed at the meeting by the Chair. Proposed Cllr Garner, seconded Cllr Witt, carried. 

646.    Matters Arising
These were covered later in the meeting

647.	Japanese Knotweed Update
Ms Bonnie Boulton, Senior Project Manager for the Mersey Rivers Trust, provided an update on the progress so far in treating the Japanese Knotweed along the River Tame. 
A working group has been formed with Tameside, Stockport and Oldham Councils, United Utilities and the Environment Committee. The plan is for the catchment area to start at the top of the river and work down. She confirmed the initial funding from United Utilities had been withdrawn, but they were in talks with them regarding other funding streams for a multi year strategy. They are engaging with contractors for the first year pilot treatment, plus they are still very interested in community engagement. 
It was agreed the Clerk would send the list of residents interested in supporting the initiative and getting involved. 
Engaging with landowners is a big hurdle; Cllr Bishop advised Network Rail have in the public domain a list of landowners along the railway line which runs along the river in many places.
It was agreed Ms Boulton will send a brief report to the Clerk to share with Community Groups. 
The Clerk shared the response from OMBC regarding knotweed treatment, that they were not in a position to fund removal unless it was on council owned land. 
The Clerk advised that a representative from the Canal & Rivers Trust will be attending the September meeting. 

648.	Solar Power Update
Cllr Garner updated the committee on the progress so far of the Task & Finish Group set up to look into this. 3 companies were contacted and meetings held, with support advice from a company called Green Economy.  One company had been agreed in principle, and their quotation was shared. After some discussion it was agreed to add this to the agenda for the next Full Council meeting. Once it is approved in principle, a full feasibility study will be carried out. 

649. Canals & Rivers (following Full Council Motion)
This item was deferred to the next meeting

650.	Items for Next Agenda
Japanese Knotweed Update
Solar Power Update
Canals & Rivers (following Full Council Motion)


Date of Next meeting: Tuesday 8th September at 7pm
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